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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 10, 1 1, and 21 contain the trademark/trade name Lexan . Where a 
trademark or trade name is used in a claim as a limitation to identify or describe a 
particular material or product, the claim does not comply with the requirements of 35 
U.S.C. 112, second paragraph. See Ex parte Simpson, 218 USPQ 1020 (Bd. App. 
1 982). The claim scope is uncertain since the trademark or trade name cannot be used 
properly to identify any particular material or product. A trademark or trade name is 
used to identify a source of goods, and not the goods themselves. Thus, a trademark or 
trade name does not identify or describe the goods associated with the trademark or 
trade name. In the present case, the trademark/trade name is used to identify/describe 
a polycarbonate compound and, accordingly, the identification/description is indefinite. 
The claim rejections follow below as best understood by the Office. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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Claims 8-13, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Towne et al US Patent 3918053. 

Regarding claim 8, Towne et al discloses an apparatus comprising: 

a plastic object (elements 1,10, Figs 1-11) is of a homogeneous material and comprises 

a visually perceptible symbol and said plastic object further comprises 

a first surface (elements 10, Figs 1-11), which first surface comprises a hollow 

(elements 1 7, Figs 1-11) shaped like the symbol, which bottom surface formed by the 

hollow is arranged so as to transmit light emitted by a light source and said bottom 

surface is of said homogeneous material, 

a second surface (elements 1 , Figs 1-11), which second surface is located on the 
opposite side of the plastic object with respect to said first surface, on which said 
symbol is intended to be visually perceptible when light is emitted from the side of said 
first surface. 

Regarding claim 9, Towne et al discloses characterized in that said object is made of 
homogeneous plastic molded material(elements 1,10, Figs 1-11). 
Regarding claim 10, Towne et al discloses characterized in that the plastic molded 
material comprises a polycarbonate compound which further comprises polycarbonate 
Lexan 121R-7104 and polycarbonate Lexan 123R705780LM substantially in equal 
amounts(elements 1,10, Figs 1-11). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Towne et al discloses characterized in that 100% 

of said polycarbonate compound comprises 50% polycarbonate Lexan 121R-7104 and 

50% polycarbonate Lexan 1 23R705780LM(elements 1,10, Figs 1-11). 



Application/Control Number: 10/510,443 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2841 

Regarding claim 12, Towne et al discloses characterized in that said second surface 
reflects light(elements 10, Figs 1-11). 

Regarding claim 13, Towne et al discloses characterized in that said surface of the area 
of the hollow does not reflect light and it is arranged so as to transmit light from the side 
of said second surface to the side of said first surface(elements 1 7, Figs 1-11). 
Regarding claim 19, Towne et al discloses an apparatus comprising: 
a plastic object (elements 1,10, Figs 1 -1 1 ) of a homogeneous material, the plastic object 
including: a symbol; a first surface (elements 10, Figs 1-11), which first surface 
comprises a hollow (elements 17, Figs 1-11)shaped like the symbol, which bottom 
surface formed by the hollow is arranged so as to transmit light emitted by a light source 
and said bottom surface is of said homogeneous material; and 
a second surface (elements 1 , Figs 1-11), which second surface is located on the 
opposite side of the plastic object with respect to said first surface, on which said 
symbol is intended to be visually perceptible when light is emitted from the side of said 
first surface. 

Regarding claim 20, Towne et al discloses wherein the plastic object comprises a 
homogeneous plastic molded material(elements 1,10, Figs 1-11). 
Regarding claim 21 , Towne et al discloses wherein the plastic molded material 
comprises a polycarbonate compound including polycarbonate Lexan 121R-7104 and 
polycarbonate Lexan 1 23R705780LM substantially in equal amounts(elements 1,10, 
Figs 1-11). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to DAMEON E. LEVI whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2105. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs. (9:00 - 5:00) 
IFP, Fridays Telework. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dean Reichard can be reached on (571) 272-1984. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dameon E Levi 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2841 

/Dameon E Levi/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2841 
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